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© A high-level data-link controller (HDLC) receiver 
state machine for controlling the data-receiving func- 
tions of a HDLC receiver which receives frames of 
serialized data over a data-link. The state machine 
comprises a single logic device on an integrated 
circuit which is capable of determining in-frame sta- 
tus of received data, performing zero-deletions when 
the received data are in-frame, detecting abort sig- 
nals within the received data, and controlling the 
overall functions of the receiver. The state machine 
may be utilized in a simplified HDLC receiver com- 
prising the state machine, a shift register for convert- 
ing serialized data into parallel data, a cyclical re- 
dundancy check (CRC) checker for validating the 
frames of received data, and a first-in, first-out 
(FIFO) buffer for storing the parallel data until the 
data are read by a controlling microprocessor. 
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The invention relates to data link controllers 
and, more particularly, to a receiver for a high-level 
data-link controller which is capable of performing 
flag and abort detections, in-frame and out-of-frame 
determinations, zero-deletions, and several higher 
level controlling functions in one simple logic de- 
vice. 

In modern data communication systems, data 
is often transmitted from a data-link transmitter at 
one site to a data-link receiver at another site in 
"packets" or "frames" of information. One such 
data communication system is known as a high- 
level data-link controller (HDLC). HDLC controllers 
are implemented as integrated circuits (ICs) and 
provide HDLC framing, cyclical redundancy check 
(CRC) generation and checking, zero inser- 
tion/deletion, and flag and mark idling. 

Data to be sent over an HDLC link is stored on 
the transmitter end by a processor in a series of 
first-in, first-out (FIFO) buffers. Under the direction 
of an HDLC controller, the HDLC transmitter for- 
mats the serial data into data packets, adds frame 
opening and frame closing flags to each packet to 
form frames, and transmits the frames to an HDLC 
receiver. The receiver strips off the opening and 
closing flags, de-formats the data back to serial 
form, and stores the data in FIFO buffers until 
needed by a receiving processor. 

The HDLC transmitter designates frames 
through the use of "flag" characters. A frame flag 
may function as an opening flag for a frame, a 
closing flag for a frame, or an inter-frame fill char- 
acter. A flag comprises eight bits consisting of a 
zero (0) followed by six ones (111111) and another 
zero (0). The HDLC controller directs the transmit- 
ter to send at least two "flags" between frames, 
without shared zeros. 

FIG. 1 illustrates the basic HDLC format for a 
frame 10 used in existing HDLC systems. All valid 
frames must begin with a frame opening flag 11 
which indicates the beginning of the frame 10. The 
opening flag 11 is the last, and maybe only, flag 
before a non-flag, non-abort character. An address 
character 12 of 1-to-N bytes follows the opening 
flag 11. A control character 13 of 1-to-2 bytes 
follows the address 12. Any information 14, carried 
by the packet 17 within the frame 10, follows the 
control character 13. Next, a frame check se- 
quence (FCS) 15 is transmitted. The FCS 15 is a 
16-bit word produced by a cyclical redundancy 
check (CRC) generator associated with the HDLC 
transmitter, and is checked by a CRC checker in 
the HDLC receiver in order to validate the received 
frame. In some applications, the FCS may be 32 
bits in length. Finally, the last field in the frame is a 
closing flag 16. The frame closing flag 16 indicates 
the end of the frame 10 and signals that the FCS 
15 should be checked. 



JSDOCID: <EP 0602806A2_l_> 



Data frames may be of varying length. The 
minimum length of any data frame is protocol spe- 
cific, but is usually on the order of 4-6 bytes. If a 
frame is received by an HDLC receiver with less 

5 than the 4-6 bytes required by the system protocol, 
then a "short frame" is recognized and discarded. 
In theory, there is no maximum length of a frame, 
as long as the length exceeds the minimum pro- 
tocol requirement, and the frame begins and ends 

io with an opening flag and closing flag respectively. 
In practice, however, there is a maximum practical 
length of a frame which is controlled by the size of 
the HDLC receiver's FIFO buffers. The maximum 
frame length is set to prevent buffer overrun. 

75 Since data frames may be of varying lengths, 

HDLC receivers continuously monitor the data bits 
which are received to determine if the last eight 
bits were a flag. Existing HDLC receivers perform 
this function by storing each group of eight bits in 

20 a shift register, and then running them through a 
comparator circuit after each bit is received. As 
those skilled in the art should appreciate, receipt of 
a single flag may not signal the end of a frame; 
however, when two flags are received in a row, the 

25 system knows that a frame has ended, and that 
either a new frame is about to begin or the data 
link is entering an idle condition. 

An idle condition is a condition in which a link 
is established between a HDLC transmitter and 

30 receiver, but no frames are being transmitted. 
There are two types of idle conditions: mark idle 
and flag idle. Mark idle is entered by programming 
the HDLC transmitter to send all ones (1). At least 
15 contiguous ones indicates to third parties, who 

35 are also connected to the link, that the link is idle 
and available for them to transmit. Flag idle is 
entered by programming the HDLC transmitter to 
send a successive series of flag signals 
(01111110,01111110 ...01111110). Flag idle may 

40 be used instead of mark idle when it is desired to 
keep a connection in place during a temporary 
pause in the transmission of frames. Flag idle in- 
dicates to third parties that the link is only tem- 
porarily idle and is not available for them to trans- 

45 mit. 

The HDLC transmitter may also be pro- 
grammed to transmit an abort character to signal 
an abort condition to the HDLC receiver. An abort 
character consists of seven ones followed by a 

so zero (11111110). An abort condition is an action 
taken in response to the receipt of an abort char- 
acter while the receiver is in-frame. A receiver is in- 
frame after receiving an opening flag and before 
receiving a closing flag. Upon the receipt of an in- 

55 frame abort character, the receiver terminates and 
discards the packet being received. An abort con- 
dition is recognized immediately upon receipt of 
the abort character, and may be implemented on 
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either a bit boundary or a byte boundary. 

The HDLC transmitter also monitors the data 
stream, and when five ones (11111) are transmitted 
in a row, the transmitter inserts a zero in the data 
stream so that, if the next data bit is also a one (1), 
the signal will not be falsely interpreted by the 
receiver as a flag (six ones in a row) or, in the case 
of two more ones, an abort signal (seven ones in a 
row). The extra zero has no data significance, 
therefore, whenever five ones appear in a row, the 
receiver is programmed to delete the zero which 
follows. 

HDLC-controller ICs generally comprise a pro- 
tocol stack of seven Open Systems Interconnection 
(OSI) layers. Layer 1 is comprised entirely of hard- 
ware. Layer 2 may be hardware, software, or a 
combination of hardware and software, and is the 
layer which actually transmits and receives the 
data stream. Layer 2 breaks the data stream into 
packets, transmits the data packets to a receiver, 
and verifies that the packets got there and were 
acknowledged as being there correctly. Layer 3 is 
a control layer which directs the operations of level 
2 and receives acknowledgement signals therefrom 
upon the completion of directed tasks. The present 
invention is an improved implementation of level 2. 

Some HDLC-controller manufacturers imple- 
ment layer 2 entirely in hardware. Motorola Cor- 
poration, for example, has a HDLC-controller IC in 
which layer 2 is implemented entirely in hardware. 
These hard-wired ICs, however, have several fun- 
damental problems. First, they are physically very 
large chips, which restricts the number of applica- 
tions for which they are suited. Second, they are 
very expensive. Third, they are completely inflexi- 
ble. It is critically important that HDLC ICs be 
flexible in order to respond to changing system 
requirements. 

Just as some HDLC-controller manufacturers 
implement layer 2 entirely in hardware, some man- 
ufacturers implement layer 2 entirely with software. 
AT&T Corporation, for example, has implemented 
level 2 of a HDLC controller entirely in software. 
Although this implementation is very flexible, it has 
other fundamental problems. First, the development 
cost is extremely high, and second, the software 
uses up a great deal of memory and processing 
space, making it impossible for the IC to carry out 
other tasks which may be performed by competing 
ICs. 

Most HDLC-controller ICs implement layer 2 in 
some combination of hardware and software. Ad- 
vanced Micro Devices, Inc., (AMD) for example, 
manufactures HDLC controllers which implement 
layer 2 in a combination of hardware and software. 
The problem with these existing HDLC controllers 
is that they still have a relatively high degree of 
hardware complexity. The design approach in the 
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past has been to design a circuit, or insert a 
separate counter or other component, for each of 
the functions to be performed by the IC. These 
circuits and counters are then connected to com- 
5 plete the IC. This design process has resulted in 
ICs having redundant hardware as well as a series 
of shift registers and comparators to perform the 
de-formatting functions. This complexity has added 
to the cost of HDLC ICs, and has ultimately re- 

70 duced the ICs' flexibility. 

It would be a distinct advantage to have a 
simplified HDLC controller which implements in 
one simple logic device, the functions of flag and 
abort detection, zero deletion, detection of in-frame 

75 and out-of-frame conditions, and which also per- 
forms the functions of a state machine which con- 
trols the whole process. It would further be ad- 
vantageous to provide such a HDLC controller with- 
out redundant hardware, with a reduced number of 

20 shift registers, and without complex and expensive 
comparator circuits. 

In the present specification we describe a high- 
level data-link controller (HDLC) receiver state ma- 
chine for controlling the data-receiving functions of 

25 a HDLC receiver which receives frames of serial- 
ized data over a data-link. The state machine com- 
prises a single logic device on an integrated circuit 
which is capable of determining in-frame status of 
received data, performing zero-deletions when the 

30 received data are in-frame, detecting abort signals 
within the received data, and controlling the means 
for determining in-frame status, the means for per- 
forming zero-deletions, and the means for detect- 
ing abort signals. 

35 We describe a receiver for receiving frames of 

serialized data over a high-level data-link, and for 
storing the received data until the data are read by 
a controlling microprocessor. The receiver com- 
prises a single logic device on an integrated circuit 

40 which performs the functions of detecting frame 
opening flags, abort signals, and frame closing 
flags within the received data; deleting non-data- 
carrying zeros; and generating a gated clock sig- 
nal. The receiver further comprises a shift register 

45 for converting the serialized data into parallel data, 
a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) checker for 
validating the frames of received data, and a first- 
in, first-out (FIFO) buffer for storing the parallel data 
until the data are read by the controlling micropro- 

so cessor. 

We describe a method of controlling the data- 
receiving functions of a high-level data-link control- 
ler (HDLC) receiver which receives frames of serial- 
ized data over a data-link, utilizing a HDLC-receiver 

55 state machine comprising a single logic device on 
an integrated circuit. The method comprises the 
steps of determining in-frame status of received 
data, performing zero-deletions when the received 

3 
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data are in-frame, detecting abort signals within the 
received data, and controlling the means for deter- 
mining in-frame status, the means for performing 
zero-deletions, and the means for detecting abort 
signals. 

In the accompanying drawings, by way of ex- 
ample only: 

FIG. 1 (Prior art) illustrates the basic HDLC 
frame format used in existing HDLC systems; 
FIG. 2 (Prior art) is a block diagram of an 
existing HDLC receiver; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a greatly simplified 
HDLC receiver constructed in accordance with 
the teachings of the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a flow chart indicating the various 
states in the decision-making process of an 
HDLC-receiver state machine 41 constructed in 
accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of the functions performed 
by an 8-bit shift register constructed in accor- 
dance with the teachings of the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the functions performed 
by an 8-bit FIFO receive buffer constructed in 
accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of the functions performed 
by a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) checker 
constructed in accordance with the teachings of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the HDLC receiver 
of FIG. 2 modified with a HDLC-receiver state 
machine constructed in accordance with the 
teachings of the present invention. 
FIG. 9 illustrates the control bits stored in the 
HDLC control register in accordance with the 
teachings of the present invention; 
FIG. 10 illustrates the status bits stored in the 
HDLC-receiver status register in accordance 
with the teachings of the present invention; and 
FIG. 11 illustrates the enable bits stored in the 
HDLC-receiver interrupt enable register in accor- 
dance with the teachings of the present inven- 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an existing HDLC 
receiver 20. Serial data is received through the 
serial bus port 21. From the port 21, the data is 
passed through a zero delete circuit 22 and 
through a flag/abort detection circuit 23. Status and 
control information is passed back and forth be- 
tween the serial bus port 21 and a set of receiver 
status/control registers 24. Data from the flag/abort 
detection circuit 23 is also passed to the receiver 
status/control registers 24. Following the zero dele- 
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tion circuit 22, data is passed through a series of 
shift registers 25a-25d where data comparison may 
be performed. Following shift register 25a, data is 
also passed to a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) 

5 checker circuit 26 where the received data frame is 
validated. The result of this validity check is passed 
from the CRC checker 26 to the receiver sta- 
tus/control registers 24. 

Data from shift register 25a, and data from the 

10 receiver status/control registers 24 also passes to a 
short frame detector circuit 27. The minimum ac- 
ceptable length of a frame depends on the specific 
protocol being used in a particular receiver, and if 
the short frame detector 27 detects a received 

75 frame which is shorter than the minimum accept- 
able length, this information is passed to the re- 
ceiver status/control registers 24, and the frame is 
dropped. Likewise, a receive byte counter/long 
frame detector 28 determines if a received frame is 

20 too long. If a frame is too long, it will overrun a 32- 
byte FIFO buffer 29. Therefore, when a long frame 
is detected by the receive byte counter/long frame 
detector 28, the result is immediately sent to a 
receive byte counter register 31, and the data is 

25 discarded. Status and control information from the 
receiver status/control registers is also passed to a 
direct memory access (DMA) control and thresh- 
old-reached logic circuit 32, and subsequently to a 
DMA control 33. The receiver also performs ad- 

30 dress detection in an address detector 34, but this 
function is not pertinent to the present invention, 
and will not be discussed further. 

A block diagram of a greatly simplified HDLC 
receiver 40 constructed in accordance with the 

35 teachings of the present invention is shown in FIG. 
3. An HDLC-receiver state machine 41 replaces the 
zero deletion circuit 22, the flag/abort detection 
circuit 23, and the shift registers 25 b-d used in the 
existing HDLC receiver 20 of FIG. 2. In addition, 

40 the large 32-byte FIFO buffer 29 of FIG. 2 is 
replaced by a two-word-deep receive FIFO buffer 
49. Inputs to the HDLC-receiver state machine 
comprise the serial data stream 44 from the HDLC 
transmitter and a clock input 45. The HDLC-re- 

45 ceiver state machine 41 performs the functions of 
opening flag detection; detection of the first non- 
flag, non-abort character, i.e., determination of in- 
frame status; zero deletion; closing flag detection, 
i.e., out-of-frame determination; and abort detec- 

50 tion. 

The serial data stream 44 enters the simplified 
HDLC receiver 40 at the left side of FIG. 3 where 
the data is directed to the HDLC-receiver state 
machine 41 and to an 8-bit shift register 46. From 
55 the 8-bit shift register 46, the data is passed to a 
standard CCITT CRC-16 CRC checker 47 for frame 
validation. A gated clock signal 48 is sent from the 
HDLC-receiver state machine 41 to the 8-bit shift 

4 
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register 46 and the CRC checker 47. The 8-bit shift 
register 46 converts the serial data stream 44 into 
8-bit words that can be loaded into the two layers 
42 and 43 of the receive FIFO buffer 49. Data is 
received by the 8-bit shift register 46 when a 
master receive clock (not shown) is gated on. The 
master receive clock is gated on when the receiver 
is in-frame, and is gated off when the receiver is 
out-of-frame or when deleting zeros. 

Still referring to FIG. 3, the receive FIFO buffer 
49 may comprise a two-word deep buffer connect- 
ing the 8-bit shift register 46 to a data bus compris- 
ing a microprocessor interface. Each word stored in 
the receive FIFO buffer 49 contains eight data bits 
and three status bits: a FIFO location "Full" bit, a 
CRC bit, and an end-of-message (EOM) bit. As 
each byi: is received by the HDLC receiver 40, the 
byte is loaded into the receive FIFO 49, but is not 
allowed to advance until the next byte, or closing 
flag is detected. At that time, the Full bit is set as 
well as the EOM bit if a closing flag is detected, 
and the CRC bit is set to "invalid" if the CRC does 
not check. After the status bits are set, the byte is 
allowed to advance in the FIFO. 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart indicating the various 
states in the decision -making process of the HDLC- 
receiver state machine 41. State 1 is the state of 
the machine 41 when the receiver 40 is first en- 
abled or reset. When a zero (0) is detected, the 
machine moves to state 2. State 2 comprises the 
base state and five sub-states, 2A-2E. In state 2, 
the machine looks for six contiguous ones 
(111111), indicating a possible opening flag, abort 
signal, or idle condition. Each time a one (1) is 
detected, a counter is incremented and the ma- 
chine moves to the next sub-state of state 2. The 
counter is cleared whenever a zero (0) is detected 
before six contiguous ones are received, and the 
machine returns to state 2. If six contiguous ones 
are detected, the machine moves to state 3. If 
another one (1) is detected in state 3, totaling 
seven contiguous ones, the machine recognizes an 
abort or idle signal and returns to state 1 . If, 
instead, a zero (0) is detected in state 3, then the 
signal for a flag (01111110) is recognized, and the 
machine moves to state 4. 

State 4 comprises the base state and eight 
sub-states, 4A-4H. If the first bit received in state 4 
is a one (1), the machine moves to state 4A. If the 
first bit received is a zero (0), the machine moves 
to state 4F where the second bit is inspected. If the 
second bit is also a zero (0), then the machine 
determines that the received character is not a flag 
or abort signal, and goes "in-frame" at state 4G. 
State 4G then transitions directly to state 5. How- 
ever, if the second bit in state 4F is a one (1) ; there 
is still a possibility that the received character is a 
flag or abort signal, and therefore, the machine 
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moves to state 4A. In states 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D 
subsequent bits are inspected in turn, and if any 
one of them is a zero (0), the machine recognizes 
that the received character is not a flag or abort 

5 signal, and goes in-frame at state 4G. If, however, 
the machine continues to receive ones (1 ) in states 
4A-4D, then the machine enters state 4E. 

If a one (1) is received in state 4E, then the 
machine has received six ones in a row, and a flag 

io is recognized. The machine then returns to state 3. 
However, if a zero (0) is received in state 4E, the 
machine recognizes this zero as a zero inserted by 
the HDLC transmitter to validate the signal and 
preclude it from being interpreted as a flag or abort 

is signal. Therefore, the machine goes in-frame to 
state 4H and deletes this bit. State 4H then transi- 
tions directly to state 5. 

State 5 is entered after state 4G or 4H, and has 
nine sub-states, 5A-5I. If the first bit received in 

20 state 5 is a zero (0), then no transition takes place, 
and the machine remains in state 5. If the first bit 
received is a one (1), then the machine moves to 
state 5A. In states 5A, 5B, 5C, and 5D subsequent 
bits are inspected in turn, and if any one of them is 

25 a zero (0), the machine recognizes that the re- 
ceived character is not a flag or abort signal, and 
returns to state 5. If, however, the machine contin- 
ues to receive ones (1) in states 5A-5D, then state 
5E is entered. 

30 In state 5E, the machine has received five ones 

in a row. Therefore, if a zero (0) is then received, 
the machine recognizes this zero as a zero in- 
serted by the HDLC transmitter to validate the 
signal and preclude it from being interpreted as a 

35 flag or abort signal. Therefore, the machine deletes 
this bit and returns to state 5. If, however, at state 
5E, a sixth one (1) is received, the machine recog- 
nizes a closing flag or possible abort signal, and 
moves to state 5F. 

40 In state 5F, the next bit is inspected, and if it is 

a seventh one (1), then an abort signal is recog- 
nized, and the machine moves to state 51. In state 
51, an abort indication is activated, a status bit is 
set in the HDLC status register, and the machine 

45 resets to state 1 . If, however, at state 5F, a zero (0) 
is received, then the machine recognizes a closing 
flag and moves to state 5H. In state 5H, a closing 
flag indication is activated, indicating an out-of- 
frame condition. In addition, a status bit is set in 

so the HDLC status register, and the machine moves 
to state 5 J. 

In state 5 J, the machine determines whether 
the character following the closing flag begins with 
a zero (0) or a one (1). The closing flag may be an 
55 opening flag for a new packet, therefore, if the next 
bit is a one (1), the machine moves to state 4A. 
However, if at state 5J, the next bit is a zero (0), 
then the machine moves to state 4. 

5 
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Still referring to FIG. 4, it should be noted that 
the counting function performed in states 2, 4, and 
5 is identical. In each state, if a one (1) is received, 
the counter is incremented, and the machine 
moves to the next sequential sub-state. If a zero (0) 
is received, the machine either moves to a different 
state or returns to the base state in which it is 
currently operating, e.g., to state 2 from state 2C. 
In past HDLC controllers, the functions performed 
in states 2, 4, and 5 were implemented with sepa- 
rate circuits or counters, adding unnecessary re- 
dundancy and cost to the IC. In the present inven- 
tion, the functions of states 2, 4, and 5 may be 
implemented using a single 3-bit counter, further 
reducing redundant hardware in the HDLC receiver. 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of the functions per- 
formed by the 8-bit shift register 46 (FIG. 3). As 
noted earlier, the 8-bit shift register 46 converts the 
serial data stream 44 into 8-bit words that can be 
loaded into the FIFO buffers 42 and 43. The 8-bit 
shift register 46 is in state 1 when the receiver is 
reset or otherwise not in-frame. When the HDLC- 
receiver state machine (FIG. 4) goes in-frame, the 
8-bit shift register 46 moves to state 2 where a 3- 
bit counter (not shown) is reset. The 8-bit shift 
register 46 then moves to state 3 where the 3-bit 
counter is incremented each time a gated clock 
signal is received, i.e., each time a data bit is 
shifted into the shift register. When the counter 
reaches 8, the shift register 46 is full, and a FIFO 
load signal is sent to the 8-bit FIFO buffers 42 and 
43. The shift register then returns to state 2 where 
the 3-bit counter is reset. 

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the functions per- 
formed by the FIFO receive buffer 49. State 1 , the 
idle state, is entered when the HDLC receiver is 
reset, when the HDLC controller is first turned on, 
or when the FIFO buffer 49 becomes empty. The 
buffer moves to state 2 when a byte of data is 
loaded into the FIFO buffer 49 from the 8-bit shift 
register 46. The buffer moves to state 3 when a 
second and final byte of data is loaded into the 
two-word-deep FIFO buffer 49. In state 2 and state 
3, the buffer generates a "data available" flag 
which is sent to the microprocessor interface. 
Whenever a byte of data is read by the micropro- 
cessor, the buffer 49 returns to the next lower 
state, e.g., to state 2 from state 3, or to state 1 
from state 2. If the shift register 46 attempts to load 
another byte of data when two bytes are already 
loaded, the buffer enters state 4. In state 4, the 
load is blocked, an overrun flag is set, and the 
buffer returns to state 3. 

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of the functions per- 
formed by the CRC checker 47. The CRC checker 
47 is initially loaded with all ones (1s), and checked 
for a FOB8 after the complete packet 17 (FIG. 1), 
including the transmitted frame check sequence 15 
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has been received. The CRC checker 47 enters 
state 1, the idle state, when the HDLC receiver is 
reset, when the HDLC controller is first turned on, 
when an abort signal is received while in-frame, or 
5 when a closing flag 16 is detected. State 2 is 
entered from state 1 when the HDLC receiver goes 
in-frame and the CRC checker 47 is enabled. In 
state 2, the CRC is calculated on each received bit 
(except deleted zeros), as clocked in by the gated 
70 clock signal 48 from the HDLC-receiver state ma- 
chine 41 (FIG. 3). When a closing flag 16 is de- 
tected by the HDLC-receiver state machine 41 , the 
CRC calculation is complete. The closing flag 16 is 
now in the 8-bit shift register 46, and has not been 
75 shifted into the CRC checker 47. The CRC checker 
47 then moves to state 3. In state 3, the contents of 
the CRC checker 47 is compared to FOB8 hex. A 
match indicates a valid packet; no match indicates 
an error, and a CRC error bit ("invalid packet" in 
20 FIG. 3) is set. Receipt of the closing flag 16 also 
causes the CRC checker 47 to return to state 1 . 

In an alternative embodiment, the HDLC-re- 
ceiver state machine of the present invention may 
be utilized in a more complex HDLC receiver simi- 
25 lar to the receiver shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 8 is a 
block diagram of the HDLC receiver of FIG. 2 
modified with the HDLC-receiver state machine of 
the present invention. It may be seen that the 
HDLC-receiver state machine replaces the zero de- 
30 letion circuit 22 and flag/abort detection circuit 23. 

FIG. 9 illustrates the control bits stored in the 
HDLC control register 24, with bit 4 controlling the 
rejection of received frames in accordance with the 
teachings of the present invention. All other bits are 
35 standard HDLC control bits. If bit 4 (Receive Frame 
Reject) is set to one (1) while the receiver is in- 
frame, the receiver is forced out-of-frame, looking 
for an opening flag 11 (FIG. 1), and the receive 
FIFO buffer 49 (FIG. 3) is cleared. In addition, bit 4 
40 is cleared to zero (0) when the receiver goes out- 
of-frame. If a one (1) is written to bit 4 while the 
receiver is out-of-frame, no action is taken, and the 
bit is not set. Therefore, bit 4 always reads back as 
zero (0) since setting the bit to one (1) while in- 
45 frame causes the receiver to go out-of-frame, clear- 
ing the bit to zero (0). 

FIG. 10 illustrates the status bits stored in the 
HDLC-receiver status register 24, with bits 0-4 re- 
porting the status of various receiver functions in 
so accordance with the teachings of the present inven- 
tion. Each of these bits, combined through an AND 
function with an associated enable bit, generates 
an interrupt when set to one (1). The enable bits 
are illustrated in FIG. 1 1 and described below. Bit 0 
. 55 is set to one (1) anytime that the receive FIFO 
buffer 49 has data in it. Bit 1 is set to one (1) 
whenever the receiver attempts to load a byte of 
data into the FIFO buffer 49, and the load is 
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blocked because the FIFO buffer 49 is full. Bit 1 is 
cleared to zero (0) each time the HDLC-receiver 
status register 24 is read. 

Bit 2 is set to one (1) when the data byte in the 
upper location 43 of the FIFO buffer 49 (the loca- 
tion the user processor can read) is tagged by 
having its end of message (EOM) bit set to one (1) 
(see FIG. 3). The EOM bit indicates that this byte is 
the last byte of the data packet 17 (FIG. 1). Bit 2 is 
cleared to zero (0) when the tagged byte is read 
out of the FIFO buffer 49. Bit 3 is set to one (1) 
when the data byte in the upper location 43 of the 
FIFO buffer 49 is tagged by having its CRC bit 
cleared to zero (0) indicating that it is the last byte 
of a packet and that the CRC check failed. Bit 3 is 
cleared to zero (0) when the tagged byte is read 
out of the FIFO buffer 49. 

The last active bit is bit 4. Bit 4 is set to one 
(1) when an abort signal is received while the 
receiver is in-frame. As a result of the abort signal, 
the receiver enters an abort condition and flushes 
the FIFO buffer 49. Bit 4 is cleared to zero (0) 
when the HDLC-receiver status register 24 is read. 
Bits 5-7 are reserved for reporting the status of 
future functions of the receiver. 

FIG. 11 illustrates the enable bits stored in the 
HDLC-receiver interrupt enable register, with bits 0- 
4 enabling and disabling interrupts in the HDLC 
receiver of the present invention when combined 
through an AND function with status bits from the 
HDLC-receiver status register (FIG. 10). When bit 0 
is set to one (1), an interrupt is reported anytime 
there is data in the receive FIFO buffer 49. When 
bit 0 is cleared to zero (0), interrupts are blocked. 
When bit 1 is set to one (1), an interrupt is reported 
if an overrun of the receive FIFO buffer 49 occurs. 
When bit 1 is cleared to zero (0), interrupts are 
blocked. When bit 2 is set to one (1), an interrupt is 
reported if the data byte in the upper location 43 of 
the FIFO buffer 49 is tagged as the last byte of the 
packet 17 by having its EOM bit set to one (1). 
When bit 2 is cleared to zero (0), interrupts are 
blocked. When bit 3 is set to one (1), an interrupt is 
reported if the data byte in the upper location 43 of 
the FIFO buffer 49 is received with an invalid CRC 
check. When bit 3 is cleared to zero (0), interrupts 
are blocked. 

Bit 4 is the last active bit in the HDLC-receiver 
interrupt enable register. When bit 4 is set to one 
(1), an interrupt is reported if an abort signal is 
detected while in-frame. When bit 4 is cleared to 
zero (0), interrupts are blocked. Bits 5-7 are re- 
served for future functions of the receiver. 

It is thus believed that the operation and con- 
struction of the present invention will be apparent 
from the foregoing description. While the method, 
apparatus and system shown and described has 
been characterized as being preferred, it will be 



readily apparent that various changes and modi- 
fications could be made therein without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as de- 
fined in the following claims. 

5 

Claims 

1. A high-level data-link controller (HDLC) receiv- 
er state machine for controlling the data-receiv- 

70 ing functions of a HDLC receiver which re- 

ceives frames of serialized data over a data- 
link, said state machine comprising: 

a single logic device on an integrated cir- 
cuit, said logic device comprising: 
rs means for determining in-frame status of 

received data; 

means for performing zero-deletions when 
said received data are in-frame; 

means for detecting abort signals within 
20 said received data; and 

means for controlling said means for deter- 
mining in-frame status, said means for per- 
forming zero-deletions, and said means for de- 
tecting abort signals. 

25 

2. The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 1 
wherein said means for determining in-frame 
status of received data includes: 

means for detecting frame opening flags; 

30 and 

means for detecting frame closing flags. 

3. The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 2 
wherein said means for detecting frame open- 

35 ing flags includes means for detecting a series 

of eight data bits comprising a zero followed 
by six contiguous ones and another zero, said 
data bits being received out-of-frame. 

40 4. The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 3 
wherein said means for detecting frame clos- 
ing flags includes means for detecting a series 
of eight data bits comprising a zero followed 
by six contiguous ones and another zero, said 
45 data bits being received in-frame. 

5. The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 1 
wherein said means for performing zero-dele- 
tions includes: 

50 means for detecting in said data, five con- 

tiguous ones followed by a zero; and 

means for deleting said zero from said 
data bits. 

55 6. The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 1 
wherein said means for detecting abort signals 
within said received data includes means for 
detecting a series of eight data bits comprising 
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seven contiguous ones followed by a zero. 

The HDLC receiver state machine of claim 2 
wherein a single 3-bit counter is programmed 
to detect said frame opening flags when said 5 
data are out-of-frame, to detect said frame 
closing flags when said data are in-frame, to 
detect abort signals, and to perform zero-dele- 
tions when said data are in-frame. 

10 

A receiver for receiving frames of serialized 
data over a high-level data-link, and for storing 
said received data until said data are read by a 
controlling microprocessor, said receiver com- 
prising: 75 

a single logic device on an integrated cir- 
cuit for the detection of frame opening flags, 
abort signals, and frame closing flags within 
said received data; for the deletion of non- 
data-carrying zeros; and for the generation of a 20 
gated clock signal; 

a shift register for converting said serial- 
ized data into parallel data; 

a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) check- 
er for validating said frames of received data; 25 
and 

a first-in, first-out (FIFO) buffer for storing 
said parallel data until said data are read by 
said controlling microprocessor. 

30 

i. A method of controlling the data-receiving 
functions of a high-level data-link controller 
(HDLC) receiver which receives frames of se- 
rialized data over a data-link, utilizing a HDLC- 
receiver state machine comprising a single 35 
logic device on an integrated circuit, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

determining in-frame status of received 
data; 

performing zero-deletions when said re- 40 
ceived data are in-frame; 

detecting abort signals within said received 
data; and 

controlling said means for determining in- 
frame status, said means for performing zero- 45 
deletions, and said means for detecting abort 
signals. 

10. An integrated circuit comprising: 

a high-level data-link controller (HDLC) re- so 
ceiver for receiving frames of serialized data 
over a high-level data link, said HDLC receiver 
comprising: 

a single logic device for the detection of 
frame opening flags, abort signals, and frame 55 
closing flags within said received data; for the 
deletion of non-data-carrying zeros; and for the 
generation of a gated clock signal; 



a shift register for converting said serial- 
ized data into parallel data; 

a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) check- 
er for validating said frames of received data; 
and 

a first-in, first-out (FIFO) buffer for storing 
said parallel data. 

11. The integrated circuit of claim 10 further com- 
prising a microprocessor for controlling said 
HDLC receiver and reading said stored parallel 
data. 

12. An instruction processor implemented on a sin- 
gle integrated circuit, said instruction processor 
comprising: 

a high-performance, general purpose 
microprocessor; 

a high-level data-link controller (HDLC) re- 
ceiver for receiving frames of serialized data 
over a high-level data-link, and for storing said 
received data until said data are read by said 
microprocessor, said HDLC receiver compris- 
ing: 

a single logic device on said integrated 
circuit for the detection of frame opening flags, 
abort signals, and frame closing flags within 
said received data; for the deletion of non- 
data-carrying zeros; and for the generation of a 
gated clock signal; 

a shift register for converting said serial- 
ized data into parallel data; 

a cyclical redundancy check (CRC) check- 
er for validating said frames of received data; 
and 

a first-in, first-out (FIFO) buffer for storing 
said parallel data until said data are read by 
said microprocessor. 

13. The instruction processor of claim 12 wherein 
said high-performance, general-purpose micro- 
processor is a 32-bit microprocessor. 

14. The instruction processor of claim 13 wherein 
said 32-bit microprocessor is implemented in 
complementary metal-oxide semiconductor 
(CMOS) technology. 
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© A high-level data-link controller (HDLC) receiver 
state machine (41) for controlling the data-receiving 
functions of a HDLC receiver (40) which receives 
frames of serialized data (44) over a data-link. The 
state machine (41) comprises a single logic device 
on an integrated circuit which is capable of deter- 
mining in-frame status of received data, performing 
zero-deletions when the received data are in-frame, 
detecting abort signals within the received data, and 



controlling the overall functions of the receiver. The 
state machine (41) may be utilized in a simplified 
HDLC receiver (40) comprising the state machine 
(41), a shift register (46) for converting serialized 
data into parallel data, a cyclical redundancy check 
(CRC) checker (47) for validating the frames of re- 
ceived data, and a first-in, first-out (FIFO) buffer (49) 
for storing the parallel data until the data are read by 
a controlling microprocessor. 
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